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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this Business Case is to request the Napier City Council to provide reserve land
in the Taradale area for the construction of a new club rooms for the Taradale Bridge Club.
We are NOT requesting any money from the Napier City Council.

The Taradale Bridge Club has been in existence for forty-four years: firstly, at the Omaranui
Bowling Club, then in its own building in Devonshire Place and latterly in a leased space at the
Taradale Club. The Taradale Club has not renewed the lease. In the meantime, the Bridge
Club has moved to the Napier Bridge Club in Marewa.

The membership of the Club is 224. Most of our members live in the Taradale area and most
are in the 60+ age group. This gives us a strong synergy with the aspirations of the City
Council’s proposed Positive Aging Strategy.

The move to Napier is not seen as a permanent solution and the Club is looking for new
premises in the Taradale area.

A comprehensive search has not produced a suitable existing building, so the Club’s intention
now is to build new premises.

We require: a room with space for 24 card tables which we can leave permanently set up as
we have five sessions of Bridge a week; toilet facilities including one with wheelchair access;
kitchen facilities, as we have a number of tournaments each year at which we provide lunch
and adjacent parking for up to 40 cars.

The Club is financially sound but cannot afford the cost of both land and buildings.

What is Bridge?

Bridge is a card game for four players, two against two with the partners sitting at opposite
ends of the table (designated East/West or North South). They use a standard pack of 52
cards with each player dealt 13 cards. Itis a trick taking game similar to 500 and the aim is to
successfully take the number of tricks (or more) estimated during the bidding sequence that
started the game. A Bridge Session includes a partnership playing at least 24 games and their
results are compared to the other East/West (or North/South) pairs who played the same
dealt cards.
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BACKGROUND

Bridge in Hawke’s Bay

Bridge was formally established in Hawke’s Bay in 1955 with the formation of the Hawke’s
Bay Bridge Club. Thirty persons met in Hastings on Wednesday 5 October and agreed to form
the Club. The Club had no premises of its own and played in various locations in Hastings and
Napier

In 1964, members decided that there should be a Hastings Bridge Club and a Napier Bridge
Club. At an extraordinary general meeting in September 1964 the decision to split was passed
by 63 —16. Since then both Clubs have developed successfully. Napier currently has 91 home
club members and Hastings 151 home club members.

Other Clubs in the Hawke's Bay are Dannevirke, 45 home club members, Waipukurau, 89
home club members, Havelock North 187 home club members and Wairoa 14 home club
members. Taradale Bridge Club has 176 home club members and 48 associate members
(further history of Taradale Bridge Club is in the next section).

The four bridge clubs across Napier and Hastings function as separate entities but work
together in planning events and regional activities. These four Clubs do not compete against
each other for members but rather use the individual profile of their area to attract
membership. Some players belong to more than one Club which provides them with the
opportunity to select playing sessions that best suits the time they have available and their
own skill level.

Members of the four clubs meet at competitive tournaments held regularly through the year.
NZ Bridge allocates each club the right to run one tournament at each playing level i.e. junior,
intermediate and open, throughout the year. The region runs an annual three day “Regional
Congress” for players at all levels. The annual Hawke’s Bay Bridge Congress held at Queen’s
Birthday Weekend each year is highly regarded and attracts players from all around New
Zealand. All four clubs have a charity tournament each year and friendly tournaments are
organised on a semi-formal basis

Taradale Bridge Club

In January 1975, a group of enthusiastic Bridge players decided that there was enough
interest to form a Bridge Club in Taradale. A meeting was called, and the Taradale Bridge Club
was founded as an incorporated society.

Initially, bridge was played at the Omaranui Bowling Club, but this venue was not entirely
satisfactory, particularly as access was up a flight of rickety old stairs. When a building at 5
Devonshire Place became available for sale it was purchased with the financial assistance of
many of the founding members. They also assisted with the furnishings.

As the club grew, there was awareness that more suitable rooms would be needed to
accommodate the increasing number of players. Over a period of years various committees
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