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Aftermath of Fires on Napier’s Beaches
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We are 
asking NCC 
to:

Reinstate the Fire Control Bylaw with some realistic 
enforcement

For NCC to champion all controlled events relating 
to the foreshore

Fire bans, at least during the nesting season, would 
be welcomed

Consider designated beach areas for special 
protection and restoration

Assist with education and why this matters

Work towards adopting a Beach Bylaw
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Aotearoa 
has many 
varieties of 
coasts and 
beaches..
They are all 
unique 
habitats
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In Hawke’s Bay we 
have Shingle Beaches –

they are valuable 
ecosystems   providing 

habitat for many 
different species…
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Some Species live there
…………….and provide 
food for other species
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Other 
Species 
visit there
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And some 
species 
go there to 
breed – no 
species 
exist in 
isolation.
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Driftwood is an important component of the beach habitat – provides shelter, creates a habitat 
for camouflage and harbours invertebrates.  It also stabilizes the shingle dunes.
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Beaches are dynamic – forever changing – how much is too much?
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South of the Aquarium - almost completely devoid of driftwood.
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Looking North from Campervan carpark
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Looking north from the Beach Reserve (the middle) carpark – most 
of the driftwood has been burnt.
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Burning Driftwood and / or Treated Wood  pollutes: 
(ref)

Produces numerous 
toxic compounds Airborne dispersion Soil contamination

Water contamination

Bioaccumulation –
can enter food chains 

and concentrate in 
higher organisms e.g. 

birds
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Most large logs left are partially burnt
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Recent Fire – involved Fire Brigade
– considerable safety issue with nearby vegetation.
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Aftermath
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NCC - Fire Control Bylaw Revoked 2024
• At the end of 2024 the previous NCC 

revoked the Fire Control Bylaw.
• It was done very quickly and without 

consultation. (I was present at the time) 
• My information from FENZ is:  “If a local 

Council owns the land or has jurisdiction 
over the land – they are perfectly entitled 
to have a Fire Control Bylaw – including 
year round fire bans”
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The Reserves Act 1977

• The Reserves Act: - It is an offence to light any fire on a 
reserve unless it is in an authorised fireplace under the 
Reserves Act 1977.

• NCC website - Fire Rules and Restrictions:
Every person commits an offence against this Act who, without 
being authorised, lights any fire on a reserve except in a fireplace in 
any camping ground or picnic place.
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NCC Parks 
and 
Reserves 
Bylaw

The first sentence states that this Bylaw includes 
Beaches

Clauses 5.8 – 5.11 titles “Lighting Fires” states that 
the lighting of fires is controlled by the Fire Control 
Bylaw.

As it is now, NCC appears to have no  authority to 
control fires on Napier’s Beaches. (FENZ can call a 
Fire Ban only if there is a risk to (human) life or 
property – but not to protect the environment). 
HBRC have airshed rules.
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Rules around fireworks and bonfires in Wellington
(WCC website)

•Bonfires / open fires are not allowed in public 
places except for Houghton Bay and Princess Bay 
below the high tide mark.

•Fireworks are not to be let off in public spaces, this 
includes beaches, reserves, parks and sports 
fields.
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Dunedin Beaches and Reserves Bylaw 2017

• 10.11.1 Without the prior permission of an Authorised Officer, or 
Council resolution permitting the activity, no person in a reserve 
or on a beach may –

• (a) Light or cause to remain alight, any fire, except the use of any 
gas fired barbecue or other self-contained cooking device 
provided by the Council for that purpose is allowed; 

• (b) Set off any fireworks
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Kapiti Coast 
District 
Council 
Beach Bylaw 
2021 (23 pages)
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Guy Fawkes 
in Napier? 
– light a fire 
anywhere on 
the beach…… 
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Two SIVH 
areas on 
Napier’s 
Beaches

In 2025, the previous NCC afforded two areas 
on Napier’s beaches – one at Bayview, one at 
Awatoto – the highest level of environmental 
protection as significant habitat areas.

That was following a submission to the District 
Plan from  “Save the Dotterels, HB” (Very 
grateful – many thanks)

However, those same areas are now subject to 
free for all fires and vehicles through them –
with no protection.
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If the Status   
Quo continues:

Please consider what our beaches might look like in 
10, 20, 50 years time.

The future damage to beach ecosystems may be 
irreversible.

– and then become the ‘new normal’ - in some areas 
there is already a ‘new normal’

If ‘Napier Fire Beach Culture’ continues and spreads 
– it could become a problem nation wide.

We could be at a crossroads now – something needs

to happen.
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We are 
asking NCC 
to:

Reinstate the Fire Control Bylaw with some realistic 
enforcement

For NCC to champion all controlled events relating 
to the foreshore

Fire bans, at least during the nesting season, would 
be welcomed

Consider designated beach areas for special 
protection and restoration

Assist with education and why this matters

Work towards adopting a Beach Bylaw
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A “Blue Flag” beach for Napier? 
• Blue Flag beaches are an 

internationally recognized 
certification awarded to coastal 
sites meeting standards for water 
quality, safety, environmental 
education, and sustainability.

• Aotearoa has NO Blue Flag Beaches
• Maybe Napier could be a first??
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“A beach 
without life is a 
beach without 
soul”. (ref)
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We are 
asking NCC 
to:

Reinstate the Fire Control Bylaw with some realistic 
enforcement

For NCC to champion all controlled events relating 
to the foreshore

Fire bans, at least during the nesting season, would 
be welcomed

Consider designated beach areas for special 
protection and restoration

Assist with education and why this matters

Work towards adopting a Beach Bylaw
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NAPIER CITY TRANSPORT HUB STRATEGY

Purpose: To seek Council approval of the Transport Hub 

Strategy
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What the Strategy Does
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Why Clive Square?
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Key Benefits for Council and the City
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Engagement and Confidence

• Road Safety Audit (East Cape Consulting)

• Traffic Modelling (Beca)

• Bus Manoeuvring and Route Trials (HBRC, Tranzit, 

goBay)

• Accessibility Reviews and Reporting (BarrierFree)
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To Marine 

Parade (east)

Carlyle St 

(west)

Parking and Local Impacts

Nett Loss: 6 spaces 

within Clive Square West.

Shifting buses to 

Transport Hub gains 10 

spaces outside Civic 

precinct.(Dalton St)
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Future Investigations – Why These Matter
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The Transport Hub Strategy: 

• Activates an existing Council asset,

• Improves transport efficiency and city centre vitality,

• Aligns with major Council investments,

• Is low cost, evidence based, and strongly supported 
by stakeholders.

Officer Recommendations:

• Receive and approve the Strategy, and 

• Approve progressing future investigations. 

Note: No decision to re-route cruise shuttles is being 
made today
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Water Services Capital Delivery 
Programme Update
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